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Civil society dialogue in Macedonia Civil society dialogue in Macedonia ––
previous periodprevious periodprevious periodprevious period

 AdAd--hoc cooperation hoc cooperation –– in the previous period the in the previous period the 
cooperation was not institutionalized and was cooperation was not institutionalized and was 
realized depending on the personalrealized depending on the personalrealized depending on the personal realized depending on the personal 
understanding and knowledge of the director of understanding and knowledge of the director of 
an institutionan institution
 Positive case studies of dialogue and Positive case studies of dialogue and 
cooperation have been registered: preparation cooperation have been registered: preparation 

f l d ti l t t i t i if l d ti l t t i t i iof laws and national strategies on certain issuesof laws and national strategies on certain issues
 The cooperation of the local selfThe cooperation of the local self--government government 
and civil society organizations is on higher leveland civil society organizations is on higher leveland civil society organizations is on higher level and civil society organizations is on higher level 
than the cooperation on national levelthan the cooperation on national level



Civil society dialogue in Macedonia Civil society dialogue in Macedonia ––
previous periodprevious periodprevious periodprevious period

Overview of CPM members initiatives covering public policyOverview of CPM members initiatives covering public policy  
issues 2002-2005

Partially
Description Total 

initiatives
Succes

sful

Partially 
succes

sful

Unsucce
ssful

On-
going

Laws changes andLaws, changes and 
additions, amendments 33 10 2 6 15

Motions to the 
Constitutional Court 2 0 0 2 0Constitutional Court

National strategies, 
programs, etc 24 6 4 3 11

Total 59 16 6 11 26



Civil society dialogue in Macedonia Civil society dialogue in Macedonia 
the process of institutionalizationthe process of institutionalization-- the process of institutionalizationthe process of institutionalization

 ((The EconomicThe Economic--Social Council establishedSocial Council established ((The EconomicThe Economic--Social Council established Social Council established 
in 1996, however, with limited participation in 1996, however, with limited participation 

d ith t i il i t i ti )d ith t i il i t i ti )and without a civil society organization)and without a civil society organization)
 In 2004 the Civil Society Unit in the In 2004 the Civil Society Unit in the yy
Government was formed (located in the Government was formed (located in the 
Secretary General of the Government)Secretary General of the Government)Secretary General of the Government)Secretary General of the Government)
 In 2007 the Strategy for Cooperation of the In 2007 the Strategy for Cooperation of the 
G t ith th i il i t tG t ith th i il i t tGovernment with the civil society sector was Government with the civil society sector was 
adoptedadopted



Strategy for Cooperation of the Strategy for Cooperation of the 
Government with the Civil Society SectorGovernment with the Civil Society Sector

 It was a comprehensive process based on the It was a comprehensive process based on the 
comparative analysis and inclusion of allcomparative analysis and inclusion of allcomparative analysis and inclusion of all comparative analysis and inclusion of all 
stakeholders in the process of creation of the stakeholders in the process of creation of the 
strategic documentstrategic document

 6 consultative meetings were held (2 on 6 consultative meetings were held (2 on 
ti l d 4 i l l l) i d tti l d 4 i l l l) i d tnational and 4 on regional level), in order to national and 4 on regional level), in order to 

integrate the opinions of the civil society integrate the opinions of the civil society 
organizationsorganizationsorganizationsorganizations



Strategic goalsStrategic goalsg gg g

1. 1. Participation of the civil society sector in the process Participation of the civil society sector in the process 
of policy creation of policy creation 

2. 2. Inclusion of the civil society sector in the process of Inclusion of the civil society sector in the process of 
EU i t tiEU i t tiEU integrationEU integration

3. 3. Creation of more favorable conditions for functioning Creation of more favorable conditions for functioning 
of the civil society sectorof the civil society sectorof the civil society sector of the civil society sector 

4. 4. Upgrading and improvement of the legal framework Upgrading and improvement of the legal framework 
for improvement of the civil society sectorfor improvement of the civil society sectorfor improvement of the civil society sectorfor improvement of the civil society sector

5. 5. Constant development of the civil society sectorConstant development of the civil society sector
6 /76 /7 Establishment of interEstablishment of inter--institutional and crossinstitutional and cross--6./7. 6./7. Establishment of interEstablishment of inter--institutional and crossinstitutional and cross--

sectoral cooperationsectoral cooperation



Participation of the civil society Participation of the civil society 
sector in the policy creationsector in the policy creation

 Th G t i i i t d l t fTh G t i i i t d l t f The Government is aiming to develop a system of The Government is aiming to develop a system of 
fundamental principles for inclusion of citizens and fundamental principles for inclusion of citizens and 
their organizations in the process of creation,their organizations in the process of creation,their organizations in the process of creation, their organizations in the process of creation, 
implementation, monitoring of public policies, as well implementation, monitoring of public policies, as well 
as to ensure that the needs and priorities of the as to ensure that the needs and priorities of the 
citizens are reflected in these policiescitizens are reflected in these policiescitizens are reflected in these policiescitizens are reflected in these policies
 The civil society organizations will participate in the The civil society organizations will participate in the 
process of decision making and preparation ofprocess of decision making and preparation ofprocess of decision making and preparation of process of decision making and preparation of 
legislative, by means of participation in public legislative, by means of participation in public 
discussions and submitting opinions, as well as by discussions and submitting opinions, as well as by 
inclusion in the crossinclusion in the cross--sectoral working groups and sectoral working groups and 
governmental advisory bodies (such as, advisory governmental advisory bodies (such as, advisory 
bodies to the Governmentbodies to the Government –– Legal and EconomicLegal and Economicbodies to the Government bodies to the Government –– Legal and Economic Legal and Economic 
Council, etc.)Council, etc.)



Participation of the civil society Participation of the civil society 
sector in the policy creationsector in the policy creation

In the Register for Work of the Government the principles In the Register for Work of the Government the principles 
and mechanisms are listed which will enable information and and mechanisms are listed which will enable information and 
active participation of CSOs in adoption of policies, laws and active participation of CSOs in adoption of policies, laws and 
other decisions, as well as active participation in working other decisions, as well as active participation in working 
groups formed in order to prepare these decisions on level ofgroups formed in order to prepare these decisions on level ofgroups formed in order to prepare these decisions on level of groups formed in order to prepare these decisions on level of 
Government and bodies of the state institutions;Government and bodies of the state institutions;
The draft laws are available to the public through the The draft laws are available to the public through the 
internet pages of the ministries and other bodies of the state internet pages of the ministries and other bodies of the state 
institutions;institutions;
 Measures are defined which will provide participation ofMeasures are defined which will provide participation of Measures are defined which will provide participation of Measures are defined which will provide participation of 
representatives of the civil society sector in the work of the representatives of the civil society sector in the work of the 
advisory bodies to the Government as well as other bodiesadvisory bodies to the Government as well as other bodies



Participation of the civil society Participation of the civil society 
sector in the policy creationsector in the policy creation

 Th G t ill bl tiTh G t ill bl ti The Government will enable cooperation The Government will enable cooperation 
with and participation of the CSOs in the with and participation of the CSOs in the 
process of drafting of the Budget of Republic of process of drafting of the Budget of Republic of 
MacedoniaMacedonia
 Informing the CSOs in a timely and Informing the CSOs in a timely and 
transparent fashion on the fundamental transparent fashion on the fundamental t a spa e t as o o t e u da e tat a spa e t as o o t e u da e ta
directions of budget policy and realization of directions of budget policy and realization of 
the budget itemsthe budget itemsthe budget items the budget items 
 Creation of a coalition with the civil society Creation of a coalition with the civil society 
sector in order to fight corruptionsector in order to fight corruptionsector in order to fight corruptionsector in order to fight corruption



Participation of the civil society sector Participation of the civil society sector p yp y
in the process of EU integrationin the process of EU integration
Establishment of a mechanism for consultation of the CSOs Establishment of a mechanism for consultation of the CSOs 

in the process of development of national development in the process of development of national development 
plans operational programmes and other strategicplans operational programmes and other strategicplans, operational programmes and other strategic plans, operational programmes and other strategic 
documentsdocuments

Establishment of a mechanism for active participation ofEstablishment of a mechanism for active participation ofEstablishment of a mechanism for active participation of Establishment of a mechanism for active participation of 
CSOs in the process of consultation on the priorities in CSOs in the process of consultation on the priorities in 
programming of the preprogramming of the pre--accession fund mechanisms accession fund mechanisms –– IPAIPA

Adoption of Framework Legislation for implementation of Adoption of Framework Legislation for implementation of 
the IPA instrument by the Government, after its adoption by the IPA instrument by the Government, after its adoption by 
the European Commissionthe European Commissionthe European Commissionthe European Commission

Preparation of national development plans, operational Preparation of national development plans, operational 
programmes and other strategic documentsprogrammes and other strategic documents



ConclusionsConclusionsConclusionsConclusions

 In the previous period we witnessed adIn the previous period we witnessed ad--hoc hoc 
civil society dialogue, with some success oncivil society dialogue, with some success oncivil society dialogue, with some success on civil society dialogue, with some success on 
national and local levelnational and local level
Adoption of the Strategy is a key frameworkAdoption of the Strategy is a key frameworkAdoption of the Strategy is a key framework Adoption of the Strategy is a key framework 

for institutionalization of the civil society for institutionalization of the civil society 
dialoguedialoguedialoguedialogue
Inclusion of the CSOs in advisory and Inclusion of the CSOs in advisory and 

ki b di f th G t hi hki b di f th G t hi hworking bodies of the Government, which working bodies of the Government, which 
refers to the issue of extending the numbers refers to the issue of extending the numbers 
f b f h E if b f h E i S i l C ilS i l C ilof members of the Economicof members of the Economic--Social Council Social Council 


